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CONTACT INFORMATION

          MAIL: pim@foyer.be

          WEBSITE: www.foyer.be

          INSTAGRAM: pim.foyer

MAIN ADVICE

Family Language Policy for complex multilingualism must be tailored to the individual family. 
In the case of underprivileged multilinguals, preventive efforts should be made to focus on the
home language. 
To properly assess a child's language skills and diagnose a potential language disorder,
thorough research of all languages is required.

Suspicion of language impairment
Analysis of the home language: Albanian,
Classical Arabic and Moroccan Arabic, Berber,
Mandarin, Punjabi, Urdu, Romanian, Russian,
Turkish

Parents need advice on how to
stimulate the home languages

PIM@HOME

Individual talks 

SALTO

Sustaining home languages:

      10 short videos, available in 9 languages
      about language support in L1

       Specific advice for families who have 
       questions

       Activities in L1 and the school language for    
       children between 6 and 8 years

Parents have questions
about their family
language policy
Advice about FLP:
www.plantinglanguages.com

Target groups

low SES families
complex language contexts

support
training 

Parents - specific attention for:

Professionals

ENGAGING WITH
MULTILINGUAL
FAMILIES

PIM
Partners in Multilingualism

Foyer vzw
integration and social
cohesion

requested by

Mostly professionals make the request
for advice. Still, many parents also reach
out to us directly.

Turkish and Moroccan Arabic are the largest
groups. This is the result of the
demographic composition of Brussels, but
also of other factors. 

In about 35% of the cases we can exclude a
language disorder. In that case the advice is not
speech therapy, but extra support for language
stimulation in the home language and/or the
school language.

Stimulating kids' multilingual development and
well-being from the start. 
Sustaining parents in developing their own
family language policy.

Parents often feel insecure about their
language choices 
Parents underestimate the role of their social
network 

Our experience:
parents learn a lot about language
stimulation by observing in class or therapy 
reading out loud to your child is a strong 
tool, but parents are often not familiar with it 

Our experience:
There is still a lot of over- and underdiagnosis
Spontaneous language analysis is a good tool
to assess home language 

Our experience:

Team
3 speech and language therapists
1 teacher
1 educational employee
10 speech analysts


